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          Lesson 3-4    Parable - The Talents
1. How can we be pleasing to God? What is important to Him? How should we live our lives to prepare ourselves for eternity? This parable presents God's point of view concerning these questions. Let's start the parable of the talents: 

Matthew 25:13  Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

Matthew 25:14  "For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 

Matthew 25:15  To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
2. This parable is not explained, so we must rely on the Holy Spirit to do His job and "teach us all things." To understand this parable, we need to know who is the "man going on the journey," what are the "talents," and who are the "servants." 
By His introduction to the parable, it is obvious that Jesus is the man going on the journey. And since He is talking to the disciples, it seem reasonable that the servants are those who are working in the Kingdom, know Him, and expect Him to return. Do you agree?

_______________________________________________________________

3. So, all that remains is to determine what the talents represent. If you look up what a talent was in the day of Jesus, you will find it is a measure of currency, actually it was the most valuable measure of currency. Some estimate the value of one talent was approximately $20,000 in today's money. We don't know the exact value, but we do know that these talents represented the man's property, or wealth. We also know that the man was going on a journey and entrusted "his property" to these three servants. 
4. What do you think Jesus would consider to be His property and that has great value?

________________________________________________________________

5. Keeping the parable in mind, we need to find something that, in Jesus' eye is:
· a substance that has great value in His kingdom, the Kingdom of God, 

· a substance that is measured by size (weight or volume), 

· something that can be transferred and entrusted to His servants. 
6. Turning to the Bible, we see some clues. 
1 Peter 1:7 ... your faith--more precious than gold .....
Hebrews 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

Does faith fit the description of a substance that is of great value to God?

________________________________________________________________

7. So, let's consider faith. In God's eye is it a substance and can be measured by size?

Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.(KJV) 

Luke 17:6  The Lord replied, "If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you! (ISV)
Does it satisfy this requirement?

________________________________________________________________
8. The last criteria is a measure of something entrusted to His servants.
Romans 12:3  ... as God has dealt to every man the measure of faith. 

Luke 18:8  ... when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" 

Does faith fit this criteria?
________________________________________________________________

Note: There are other things that are precious to God: love, hope, forgiveness, faithfulness, righteousness, obedience, works, etc. However, they all have their basis in faith. That is why the Bible says that without faith it is impossible to be pleasing to God. 

9. If you are, in fact, one of His servants, are you willing to  do what God wants even though it requires faith?
_____________________________________________________________

10. Returning to the parable, did the man (Jesus) allow His servants to use their own creativity and judgment when He entrusted His property to them?

______________________________________________________________

11. Did the man (Jesus) give His servants detailed instructions?

______________________________________________________________ 

12. Continuing the parable:
Matthew 25:16  He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 

Matthew 25:17  So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 

Matthew 25:18  But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money.
The servant with five talents as well as the one with two talents invested their talents wisely and had good results. Do you know how to invest your faith and make it grow? (if not study lessons 1-4 and 1-5).
______________________________________________________________

13. Did the man (Jesus) know the character and abilities of His servants before He entrusted His property to them? 
______________________________________________________________

14. Why do you think the man (Jesus) entrusted only one talent to the third servant?
______________________________________________________________

15. Why do you think the third servant hid his talent?
______________________________________________________________

16. What do you think he did with his time after he buried the talent?
______________________________________________________________
Let's continue the parable:
Matthew 25:19  Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 

Matthew 25:20  And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.' 

Matthew 25:21  His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.' 

Matthew 25:22  And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.' 

Matthew 25:23  His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.'
17. What promise did the master give the first two servants?
____________________________________________________________

18  What do you think "Enter into the joy of your master" means?
____________________________________________________________

19. What future do the first and second servants have

 in the kingdom?
____________________________________________________________

Continuing:
Matthew 25:24  He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 

Matthew 25:25  so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' 

Matthew 25:26  But his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 
Matthew 25:27  Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest
20. Did the servant who received one talent know the master?
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
21. Do you think this servant wanted the master and his household to do well?

____________________________________________________________

22. Do you think this servant resented the master?

____________________________________________________________

23. Do you think this servant was lazy? 

________________________________________________________________

24. Do you think that he was angry that he was entrust with only one talent?
________________________________________________________________
25. Did the master agree with the servant's assessment of the master's character?

________________________________________________________________
26. Note: the statement "I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed." refers to the master's position of being "Almighty" and owns all, has all power, and all knowledge. The "I reap where I have not sown." refers to the parable of the wheat and the weeds: he gathers the weeds at harvest that were sown by Satan. The statement ".. gather where I scattered no seed."  refers to the Gentiles. Remember that Jesus was sent to the Jews and they possessed the Holy Scriptures. Do you have any comments on this?
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Continuing:
Mat 25:28  So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 

Mat 25:29  For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 

27. In your own words what does verse 29 mean? Keeping in mind that each person is given a measure of faith and that this faith is of utmost importance to God.
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

28. Does this seem fair to you?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

29. Practical application: 

a. Know that your faith does not belong to you. It has been given to you to invest it and multiply it until the Master returns.

b. Meditate on the Biblical definition of faith: Hebrews 11:1 "..Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen."

c. Faith is the most precious substance on Earth, treat it as such.

d. Know that it is impossible to please God without faith.

e. Know that faith is the basis of salvation.
Ephesians 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

and our lifeline to God.

Galatians 3:26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
Hebrews 12:2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

f. Faith grows when it is used; when the Bible is read; when you trust God; and, when you wait on God.

g. If you are "faithful in a little," you will enter into the joy of the Lord and be "set over much" in the Kingdom of God.
30. How are you doing with the faith God has entrusted to you?

______________________________________________________________

31. Conclusion: Jesus expects His servants to be faithful and ready for His return. He gives us great responsibility on Earth and will give us even greater responsibility in His kingdom if we are faithful to what has been entrusted to us. He has given us a measure of faith and if we don't use it, we will lose it. Those who live by faith will be pleasing in His sight and will enter into His joy. 
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Added Responsibility
Final Note: Jesus said " Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the things that are God's." This is what we should render to God: Faith.
